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AGREEMENT FOR AN INTERNATIONAL JOINTLY-AWARDED PhD PROGRAM
between

The Institut National Polytechnique of Toulouse (INPT)

Represented by Professor Olivier Simonin, President of INPT
and

[Name of the partner institution]

Represented by [Name of legal representative, title]
hereafter named "Parties".

The candidate subject to this agreement is:

[Full name of student]

Preamble

The Parties agree to the implementation of an international jointly-awarded PhD program in accordance with the laws and regulations in force in the countries of each of the contracting parties being known that:

· INPT is subjected to the following regulations: 

· the French decree from the May 25th, 2016 related to the submission, description and reproduction of the thesis or work defended in the PhD agreement;

· the French decree from the May 25th, 2016 related to doctoral studies;

· the French decree from the May 25th, 2016 related to the international joint supervision doctorate.

· [Name of partner institution] is subjected to [Corresponding rules and regulations].

Article 1: Object of the agreement

The purpose of the present agreement is to settle the terms and conditions of the jointly-awarded PhD program that is to be carried out by [Full name of student] on the following topic: [Title of research subject].

Article 2: Administrative terms

2.1
Enrolment
[Full name of student] is a holder of a [Name of undergraduate degree] delivered by [Institution] in [Month, year] and of a [Name of post-graduate degree, e.g. Masters] delivered by [Institution] in [Month, year].

Considering the above, [Full name of student] fulfils the entry requirements for enrolment in a doctoral degree program in both institutions.

The candidate will enrol as soon as the present agreement has been signed.

The candidate will have to re-enrol each year in both institutions.

At INPT, the candidate will have to enrol at the [Name of school of doctoral studies/faculty/department].

At [Name of partner institution], the candidate will have to enrol at [Name of school of doctoral studies/faculty/department].
2.2
Enrolment and tuition fees
[Full name of student] will pay enrolment and tuition fees at [Name of institution where fees will be paid] only. [Name of institution where fees will not be paid] agrees to exempt [Full name of student] from the payment of all enrolment and tuition fees.
2.3
Social security and civil liability

Whilst studying at INPT, [Full name of student] will be covered by [Name of insurance] for social security and by [Name of insurance] for complementary health insurance.

Whilst studying at [Name of partner institution], [Full name of student] will be covered by [Name of insurance] for social security and by [Name of insurance] for complementary health insurance.

[Full name of student] will be covered for civil liability by [Name of insurance] whilst in France and by [Name of insurance] whilst at the partner institution. This insurance ensures repatriation when the student is studying abroad, i.e. not at the "lead"/"home" institution.

2.4
Calendar for stays in each institution

(Note: the general practice for jointly awarded PhD programmes is that the student spends at least 25% of his/her time in either the "lead"/"home" institution or the "host" institution)

The present joint supervision program starts in [Month Year] for [Number of months] months. The provisional calendar for the periods carried out in each institution is as follows:
	Year
	INPT, France
	[Name of partner institution, Country]

	[20xx-20xx]
	[Number of months]
	[Number of months]

	
	
	

	
	
	


2.5
Financial support
Whilst studying at INPT, [Full name of student] will receive a stipend/salary of [Specify the total stipend/salary in euros] euros per month for personal use. This stipend/salary will be funded as follows:

	
	Euros / month
	Source of Funding

	Principal stipend/salary
	[xxxx]
	[Name of funding organization and source of funding]

	Complementary stipend/salary

(if principal stipend/salary is <1000€/month)
	
	


Whilst studying at [Name of partner institution], [Full name of student] will receive a stipend/salary of [Specify the total stipend/salary in currency] per month for personal use. This stipend/salary will be funded by [Name of funding organization].

2.6
Travel expenses
Expenses (e.g. airfare, train fare) that allow [Full name of student] to travel between Toulouse, France and [City, Country of partner institution] at the beginning and the end of the work periods defined in 2.4 will be covered by [Name of institution covering travel expenses].
2.7
Accommodation
INPT and [Name of partner institution] will provide the necessary aid to [Full name of student] to obtain accommodation whilst studying at their institution.
Article 3: Teaching terms
3.1
Research work and supervision
[Full name of student] will carry out research on [Title of research subject] at [Name of research laboratory at INPT], INPT and [Name of research laboratory/department at partner institution, Name of partner institution] over alternate periods as defined in 2.4. 
Whilst [Full name of student] is at INPT, [Name of supervisor at INPT] from [Name of research laboratory at INPT] will supervise the research work.

Whilst [Full name of student] is at [Name of partner institution], [Name of supervisor at partner institution] from [Name of research laboratory at INPT] will supervise the research work.

The supervisors from both institutions will collaborate actively in the supervision of the PhD work.
3.2
Thesis
The thesis will be written in [Specify the language, either French or English], the main body of the manuscript being preceded by a substantial summary (2-5 pages) in both French and English.
3.3
Examination procedure

3.3.1
Appointment of examiners

Two examiners who are external to both institutions are appointed to examine the thesis. The appointed examiners, who are jointly selected by the PhD supervisors, must meet the requirements for each institution and must be approved by both institutions. It is anticipated that the examiners will typically include one examiner from France and one from the partner country. 

3.3.2
Oral examination
The oral examination will take place once only in the country/location jointly decided by the supervisors. 

The candidate will defend the thesis in the language of the written manuscript, as defined in 3.2, unless a different agreement has been reached between the candidate, the supervisors and the members of the examination panel. 

The form and length of the oral examination will usually follow the format below:

· A formal presentation by the candidate of approximately 45 minutes that covers the major parts of the candidate's work.

· A session in which the examination panel discusses the thesis with the candidate.

· A closed deliberation by the examination panel without the presence of the candidate. Immediately following the deliberation, the examination panel will advise the candidate of the result and of any amendments required or recommended to the thesis.

At the end of the oral examination, the president of the examination panel will write the defence report, which will be signed by all the members of the panel. This report will be transmitted to the legal representatives of both institutions.
3.3.3
Oral examination panel
The members of oral examination panel or jury will be decided and approved by both institutions. The maximum number of members of the examination panel is eight and will normally include the two jointly appointed external examiners described in 3.3.1. In addition, the French supervisor and the supervisor from the partner country are normally members of the oral examination panel. A president of the examination panel will be designated before the oral examination starts; the external examiners cannot be designated as president. 

In the case where a member of the examination panel is not able to travel to the location of the oral examination, he/she will be permitted to participate in the examination via videoconferencing.

Article 4: Final submission of the thesis
All changes required by the examiners must be incorporated into the thesis and approved by the PhD supervisors.
INPT requires one digital copy of the thesis, which includes the official university cover page and must be submitted within one month after the oral examination. INPT will contact the candidate at the time of the oral examination to inform him/her of the procedure concerning the electronic submission of the thesis.

[Name of partner institution] requires [Specifiy the requirements of the partner institution].
Article 5: Degree
Having successfully completed the requirements of both institutions, the candidate will be eligible to receive the jointly-awarded PhD degree. A degree testamur may be issued by both INPT and the partner institution but each testamur must contain the words 'Conferred as a single degree under a joint PhD program between the Institut National Polytechnique de Toulouse and [Name of partner institution].

Article 6: Intellectual property

In order to protect the subject, deposit, reporting and printing of the thesis as well as the management of results of joint research laboratories involved in their publication and their operations will be conducted in accordance with procedures specific to each of the institutions involved in the joint supervision
Article 7:  Modification / termination of the present agreement
The present agreement can be modified or terminated upon common agreement by the parties with an addendum, which is to be signed by the signatories of the original agreement.
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